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And | saw a star fall (having fallen) from heaven

unto the earth; and to him was given the key of the
bottomless pit, and there arose a smoke of a great'
furnace: and the sun and the air were darkened by reason
of the smoke of the pit?.
‘e suill Lgde duaali Al < ) dli Slia sy LaY) paill ey o
And it was commanded them that they should not
hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither
any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of
God in their foreheads'”.
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Among the bishops, the legitimate instructers and

defenders of the church, numbers were to be found
incapable of composing the poor discourses which their
office required them to deliver to the people, or of
subscribing the decrees which they passed in their
councils. The little learning in vague was chiefly confined
to the monks. But they, instead of cultivating science, or
diffusing any kind of useful knowledge, squandered their
time in the study of the fabulous legends of pretended
saints and martyrs, or in composing histories equally
fabiolous'".
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This woful corruption of doctrine and morals in the
clergy was followed, as might be expected, by a very
general depravity of the common people; and though we
cannot suppose that God left himself altogether without
witnesses in this dark period, yet the number of the truly
faithful had dwindled down to a mere remnant, and the
wide-spreading defection seemed to call aloud for the
judgméhts of heaven. In view of this deplorable state of
Christianity, anterior to the appearance of Mohammed, we
are prepared to admit at once the justness of the following
remarks upon the moral ends designed to be
accomplished by Providence in permitting this desolating
scourge to arise at this particular crisis of the world'.
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The manifest tokens of divine protection
vouchsafed to the prophet on this occasion, afforded him
signal encouragement ever after, even in the entire
destitution of human resources'".
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Abu Sophyan, for reasons now inexplicable, did
not pursue the advantages he had gained on this
occasion. He merely gave the prophet a challenge to meet
him again in the field on the ensuing year, which was
readily accepted, although somewhat more than a year
elapsed before the actual renewal of hostilities".
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The prophet was not insensible to the marks of the
divine favour vouchsafed him in these illustrious prodigies,
nor did he fail to hold them up to the consolation of his

followers on subsequent occasions!”.
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[10]George Bush, The Life of Mohammed; Founder of the
Religion of Islam, and of the Empire of the Saracens,
New York, 1844.
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