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Abstract

This study presents a computer programme, developed by the
writer, whereby African languages written the Latin script could be
rewritten in the Arabic script.

The efficacy of the programme was tested on four samples of
texts from four different African languages written in the Latin script.
Four African students of the International University of Africa, each
one of whom speaking one of the languages chosen, were asked to
convert their respective languages manually from the Latin script into
the Arabic Standard, which they knew, thatwas developed by
ISESCO and adopted with modifications by Yousif al-Khalifa’s
Center for Writing Languages in the Arabic Script. The same texts
were converted into the Arabic script by the programme developed.

The results of the test showed little differences between the
manual and programme conversions. Therefore, it became clear that
the conversion programme will save both time and effort when used to
convert Latin-written African languages into Arabic-written ones.

Some recommendations are made at the end of the study; namely,
to circulate the programme widely among Arabic —speaking Africans
willing to have their languages written in the Arabic script, and to
develop the progamme further so that it may be able to make the same
conversion of any world languages written in the Latin script.
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