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Abstract:

This paper is on the approach of the Senegalese historian and
thinker Sheikh Anta-Diop, based on his book “The African Origin of
Civilization: Myth or Reality”, a novel originally written in French, this
paper relies on the translated version of the book in English. The
central ideas Diop persistently attempts to prove were to the effect
that the entire human civilization owes a lot to the early Egyptian
civilization which preceded most ancient civilizations including the
Greek, Chinese, the Indus and Mesopotamia. Unlike most

Egyptologists he perceives the Egyptian civilization as an indigenous
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black African one, attributing the existence of non-blacks in Egypt to
various factors including wars, migrations and slavery...etc. Diop
relies mostly on the writings of the Greek historian Herodotus. The
paper further explores socio—political situations in Egypt during
successive Pharonic episodes, testing different factors contributing to
the formulation of the scientific achievements of the early Egyptians
in various fields including irrigation, mathematics, astronomy,
geometrics,....etc, as indicated in classic writings of Hegel, Al-
Masoudi and others. The paper casts light as well on the
exceptional reference of the Quraan in different Suwras to Egypt as a
nation-state, perceived to be the only indication for a nation—state in
the Quran, reflecting on the Egyptian experience with five prophets
since Ibrahim up to Musa.
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