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RESEARCH SUMMARY

The early history of spread and propagation of Islam in Sub-Saharan West African
countries from Atlantic Ocean to lake Tchad, which extended to Guinea gulf was said to be
dated back to 14th AH/10th AD, even though it was acknowledged that before the above
mentioned time, Islam has already reached in some parts of the continent. However, in 15th
AD, it was testified that Missionaries and Traders played a vital role in rapid propagation of
Islam in West Africa. Islam always goes hand in hand with Arabic Language and its
civilization. However, wherever you see Islam, you would definitely see Arabic language. In
nutshell, Arabic and Islam civilization are the fundamentals. In every society, communities,
villages and cities where Islam is established, school would also be established by Islamic
Scholars for teaching Qur’an, Basic education of Islam which helped tremendously towards
the propagations of Arabic Language.

Pilgrims also played an essential role in conveying Arabic and Islamic civilization to
the continent, through obtaining Books from Middle East while some use to remain there for
study, after the knowledge is obtained; they come back to their countries for teaching.
Meanwhile, leaders, kings, teachers and preachers are carriers and conveyors of Islamic
Books, to Africa, especially the western part of it. This gives room for the spread of Islam and
Arabic civilization. As a result, Arabic became a language of religion and management.
Consequently, Arabic alphabets are use in writing the famous languages in Africa, such as
Hausa, Swahili and Wolof. West Africa is automatically transformed by Islam and Arabs.

A clear example is the Arabic school founded by four Sudanese scholars in Kano —
1934. The school was established as a result of official visit of Wazir Aminu Muhammad
Gidado to Sudan on his way back from Hajj. Later, is upgraded to college of Shari’a,
affiliated by University of Khartoum. The upgrade occurred during the regime of His Royal
Highness Abdullahi Bayero. The colonial masters rejected the idea at the beginning, but later
approved, in order to avoid people travelling to Middle East. Finally, Sudan deployed
scholars; among them was Sheikh Bashir Arrayyah; the first Director of the college.



The paper highlighted the role of Hajj in learning Arabic Language in Nigeria and West
Africa at large.
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